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Macbeth iis ione iof ithe iprincipal itragedies iof iShakespeare iand iis iusually iclubbed itogether 

iwith iHamlet, iOthello iand iKing iLear. iHaving iall ithe iattributes iof ia iShakespearean itragedy, ithe 

iplay iis ia idiscovery iof ianatomy iof ievil. iAmong iall iShakespearean iplays, iit iis ithe iplay iwhich iis 

imost iobsessively iconcerned iwith ievil. iHazlitt isays, i"she iis ia igreat ibad iwoman iwhom iwe ihate ibut 

iwhom iwe ifear imore ithan iwe ihate" i(web). iHere iHazlitt ifinds ithat ievil iis imore ifascinating iand 

ieffective ithan ithe idim irepresentation iof igood. iUntil inow ithe icritical ifocus ihas ibeen imore ion ithe 

itragic iprotagonist iMacbeth. iHe ihas ia i'gift' ifor ibloodshed iand iis idriven iby ihis i"over-vaulting" 

iambition iwhich iis ispurred iby ithe iwitches. iHowever, iLady iMacbeth iwho i"wills" iMacbeth ito 

imarch iahead iand iis iready ito i“unsex" iherself iso ithat iher ihusband irealizes ihis iambition, idoes inot 

iget ithe icritical iattention ishe ideserves. iThis ipaper iendeavors ito imake ian iexamination iof iLady 

iMacbeth's icharacter iand iher irole iin ithe iplay. i 

It iis ia icommonly iheld ibelief ithat ia iwoman idoes inot ihave ian iidentity iof iher iown. iShe iis 

ipleased ito imerge iher iidentity iinto ithat. iof iher ihusband iand iher ifamily. iAccording ito iLois iTyson, 

i"Women iinvest ithemselves iin ithe iaccomplishment iof itheir ihusbands iand isons."( i10). 

About iLady iMacbeth itoo, iit iis ia igenerally ibelieved ithat ishe iis ia imere iagent iwho ihelps iher 

ihusband iin ithe irealization iof ihis idormant iambition. iThe iambition iwhich ihas ibeen ilying iin ithe 

idarkest irecesses iof ihis ipsyche iis isuddenly iroused iwhen ithe iwitches ihail ihim ias ithe i"Thane iof 

iCawdor" iand i"King ihere iafter" i(Macbeth, i1.3.49-50). iAfter ithat, ithe idialogue ibetween iMacbeth 

iand iBanquo iis iinteresting iand irevealing: 

MACBETH: iYour ichildren ishall ibe ikings" 

BANQUO i: iYou ishall ibe iking i( i1.3.86-87). 
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These" iblack iand ideep idesires" iagain icome ito ithe ifore iwhen iMacbeth iin ian iaside isays: 

.............. iStars ihide iyour ifires; 

Let inot ilight isee imy iblack iand ideep idesires: iThe ieye iwink iat ithe ihand; iyet ilet ithat ibe 

Which ithe ieye ifears, iwhen iit iis idone, ito isee i( i1.4.50-53). 

This idesire ito ibe ithe iking iis iagain imanifested iin ithe iletter iwhich iMacbeth idispatches ito 

iLady iMacbeth. iAddressing iher ias i"my idearest ipartner iof igreatness, ithat imight inot ilose ithe i"dues 

iof irejoicing" i( i1.5.12-13) ihe ishares ihis iambitions iand idreams iwith ihis iwife. 

However, iLady iMacbeth iwho iunderstands iher ihusband iwell imakes ia ifair ievaluation iof 

iMacbeth iwhen ishe ispeculates: 

Yet ido iI ifear ithy inature; 

It iis itoo ifull i0' ith' imilk iof ihuman ikindness i. iThen iwouldn't ibe igreat, 

Art inot iwithout iambition" i(1.5.16-19 i). 

She ialso iknows ithat ithis igreatest iwarrior ihas ia isofter iside. iHe iwill ihesitate iand idither 

ibefore idoing ia idishonorable iact. iHence, ishe idecides ito 

pour imy ispirits iin ithine iear, 

And ichastise iwith ithe ivalor iof imy itongue 

All ithat iimpedes ithee ifrom ithe igolden iround i(1.5.26-28 i). 

At ithis ipoint ione imay ipause iand ispeculate iwhether iLady iMacbeth iis ijust ian iagent iof 

isupport ito iher ihusband ior ishe ihas iher iown ihidden idesires ifor iwhich ishe iuses ithe iservices iof i'her 

igullible ihusband. iLady iMacbeth's imonologues igive ius ian iinkling iabout ithe inature iof iher 

iambition, ithe imechanics iof iher ievil imind's iworking iand ithe idark ipall iof ievil ithat ienvelops iher 

isoul. iShe ibeseeches ithe ispirits ito: 

Unsex ime ihere. i. 

And ifill ime, ifrom ithe icrown ito itoe, itop ipall iof idirest icruelty. i(1.5.40- i43). 

She iwants ithem ito imake iher iblood i"thick" iand imake iher idevoid iof iremorse iso ithat ithey 

imay inot ishake iher i"full ipurpose". iShe iwants ithem ito icome ito iher i"woman's ibreast" iand iturn iher 
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imilk iinto i"gall". iShe iappeals ito ithick inight iso ithat iher isharp iknife imay inot isee ithe iwounds iit 

imakes. iTo irealize ithis idream ishe ipours iher ispirits iin iMacbeth's iear ithus: 

Bear iwelcome iin iyour ieye, 

Your ihand, iyour itongue; ilook ilike ithe iinnocent, 

Flower, 

But ibe ithe iserpent iunder't. i(1 i:5.64-66 i). 

Macbeth's imonologue iin iAct iI; iSc. ivii, iprecedes ia idialogue ibetween ihim iand iLady 

iMacbeth iwhich ithrows ilight ion ithe iunderlying iconflict ithat irages iin ihis imind. iHe iwants ito imurder 

ihis iKing ibut iis iindecisive. iHe ifeels ithat: 

He iis ihere iin idouble itrust: 

First, ias iI iam ihis iKinsman iand ihis isubject, iStrong iboth iagainst ithe ideed, ithen ihis itrust. i(I) 

ishould" iagainst ihis imurder ishut ithe idoor inor ibear ithe iknife imyself. i(1.7.12-16). 

But iwhile ihe iis ipondering iover iall ithis, ithe ievil iambition ito ibe ithe iKing iworks iin ihis iheart. 

iIt iis igiven ia iwhetting iby ihis iequally ievil iwife iwho iuses iall ithe iweapons iof ielocution iat iher 

idisposal ito ipersuade ihim ifor ithis iheinous icrime. iShe ichallenges ihis imanliness iand iscolds ihim ito 

ilive ihis iown ilife ias ia icoward: iwas ithe ihope idrunk. 

Wherein iyou idressed iyourself? iHath iit islept isince 

And iwakes inow, ito ilook iso igreen iand ipale i( i1.7.35-38 i). 

She itakes ithe iwhole iargument ito ia iclimax iwhen ishe ichallenges ihis imasculinity: 

I ihave igiven isuck, iand iknow 

How itender i'tis ilove ithe ibabe ithat imilks ime 

I iwould, iwhile iit iwas ismiling iin imy iface 

Have iplucked imy inipple ifrom ihis iboneless igums. 

Have idone iso. iAnd idashed ithe ibrains iout, ihad iI iso isworn ias iyou ihave idone ito ido ithis 

i(1.7.53-58 i). 
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The ievil iLady imocks iMacbeth, iscoffs iat ihis imanliness, icajoles ihim iand iultimately 

imanipulates ihim ito imurder ithe i"noble" iking. iThere iis ino idoubt ithat ithe ilady iwith ian iiron isoul 

imotivates iand iforces iher iweak- iwilled ihusband iinto ithe icrime. iYet iin iher iheart ithere iis ia isoft 

istreak ialso. iWhen iMacbeth ihas igone iwith ihis idagger ito icommit ithe ifoulest icrime, iher isoul 

iquakes: 

Hark! iI ilaid itheir idaggers iready; 

He icould inot imiss i'em. iHad ihe inot iresembled 

My ifather ias ihe islept, iI ihad idone i't i( i2.2.12-14 i). 

But ilater iin ithe iscene iwhen iMacbeth idithers ion igoing iback iand ismear ithe iguards iwith 

iblood, ishe iscoffs iat ihim iand isays: 

Infirm iof ipurpose 

Give ime ithe idaggers. 

The isleeping iand ithe idead 

Are ibut ipictures i(2.2.52-54 i) 

This iheartless iunscrupulous iwoman ifeels ithe itremors iof imurder. iShe iis ireally iashamed ito 

i"wear ia iheart iso iwhite" ibut isoon ishe irecovers ito iproclaim: iA ilittle iwater iclears iof ithis ideed 

However iis iit ithen! i(2.2.67-68) 

Thus iapparently-it iseems ithat iLady iMacbeth iis iintelligent ienough ito iunderstand ithe 

iambition iof iher ihusband. iFor ithis, ishe ihas isuppressed iher iown ifeminine iinstincts iand ieven 

iprepared ito i"unsex" iherself. iHere ishe iseems ito iresemble iQueen iElizabeth iwho itoo iplayed ithis 

irole. iShe iis iknown ito ihave isaid: 

I iknow iI ihave ithe ibody ibut iof ia iweak ifeeble iwoman; ibut iI 

have ithe iheart iand istomach iof ia iking, i'and iI imyself iwill itake 

up iarms. iI imyself iwill ibe iyour igeneral, ijudge iand irewarder 

of ieveryone iof iyour ivirtues iin ithe ifield.(web.) 
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Lady iMacbeth iis iso istrong iwilled iand ifocused ithat iin iAct iII iSc iii, iwhen iMacbeth iis 

idisturbed iby iBanquo's ighost, ishe isingle i- ihandedly imanages ithe isituation. iShe idistracts ithe 

iattention iof ithe iLords iby isuggesting ithat ithose iwho iknow iMacbeth iknow iabout ithis iinfirmity iin 

ihim. iIt iis ithis ievil isingle imindedness ithat ihas iearned iher ithe ititle iof ithe i"fourth iwitch" iin ithe iplay. 

iHowever, ithe isame iwoman iwith isteely inerves iis istricken iwith iheart- iwrenching imemories iof ithe 

imisdeeds idone. iIn ia iwonderful idelineation iof iher ipsychological istate, iShakespeare ipresents. ithe 

isleep-walking iscene iwherein ithe idark irings iof iher iguilt- istricken iconscience istart iuncoiling. iHer 

imisdeeds irecoil ion iher iand itorment iher, isplitting iher isoul ito ismithereens. 

Hell iis imurky: iFie, imy ilord, ifie! iA isoldier iand iafraid? iWhat ineed iwe ifear iwho iknows iit iyet 

iwho iwould ihave ithought ithe iold iman ito ihave iand iso imuch iblood iin ihim i( i5.1.35-39 i). 

Her iguilt icontinually ipricks iher. iHer isoul iis itorn iapart. iThe iwoman iwho ihas iheartlessly 

iprompted iher ihusband ito ikill ithe iold iking iby isuggesting ithat ia ilittle iwater iwould icleanse itheir 

ihands, inow ibemoans" iHere's ithe ismell iof iblood iskill. iAll ithe iperformances iof iArabia iwill inot 

isweeten ithis ilittle ihand. iOh! iOh i!"(5.1.50 i). 

These irantings igo ion: 

Wash iyour ihands; iput ion iyour inightgown: ilook inot iis ipale! 

tell iyou iyet iagain. iBanquo's iburied. iHe ican inot icome iout ion's igrave. i(5.1.60-61). 

All ithe icommands ion ithe ipart iof iMacbeth ito ithe idoctor ito i"minister ito ia imind idiseased" igo 

iwaste ias ino idoctor iin ithe iworld ican ido ithat. iUltimately, ithis i"unsexed" iwoman iis inot iable ito ibear 

ithe ipain iof iguilt. iShe idies, ibroken, ibattered iand isplit. 

So, ihow ido iwe ifinally iassess iLady iMacbeth? iCan iit ibe isaid ithat ishe iherself imutates iher 

idesires ito ithe idesires iof iher ihusband iand iplays ia isupporting irole ito icreate ia isituation iwhere ihe ican 

iwin? iMary iMc iearthy isupports ithis iview iwhen ishe icomments: 

"Lady iMacbeth idoes inot iso imuch igive ithe iimpression iof icoveting ithe icrown iher ias iof  

ibeing iweary iof iwatching iMacbeth icovet iit." i(n.p.) 

In ithe ifinal ianalysis, iit iappears ithat ithis imiddle iaged igeneral iis idominated iby ihis iwife. iHe 

imight ibe ia ibrave igeneral iout iin ithe ifield, iyet iat ihome iit iis ihis iwife, iLady iMacbeth iwho icalls ithe 
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ishots. iShe iappears ito ibe ia imonster iin iAct iI ibut ishe ialso ihas ia iheart iwhich itrembles iat ithe isight iof 

ithe ifeeble iking isleeping iunprotected ias ishe iis ireminded iof iher ifather iat ihis isight. 

Another iquestion ithat ineeds iand ihe ianswered iis iwhether iLady iMacbeth ihas ibeen iable ito 

iunsex iherself. iThe ianswer iis ia ifirm ino. iIt iis irealized iin ithe isleepwalking iscene, iwhich iin ispite iof 

iall ithe iabuses ihurled iat iher, ishows ithat ishe iis istill ia iwoman iat iheart. iThe isleepwalking iscene 

iconfirms iit ithat ithis i"monster" ior i"the ifourth iwitch" ialso ihas ia iheart iwhich iweeps, ibleeds iand ifeels 

ipangs iof iguilt ifor ievil ideeds icommitted iby iher. 
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