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On ithe ieve iof ithe iIndian iinvasion iof ithe iPortuguese iEstado ida iÍndia, ior iPortuguese iIndia, ia 

icommission iled iby iIsmail iGracias, icreated ian iidealized iplan ifor ithe ireintegration iof iOld iGoa, ithe 

iformer icapital iof ithe iPortuguese iEastern iEmpire. iFor ithe iPortuguese idictatorial iregime, ithe 

iambient iof icrisis icaused iby ithreats iof ian iimminent iIndian iinvasion igenerated ia ineed ito ijustify ithe 

iPortuguese ipermanence iin iIndia. iThis iwould ibe iaccomplished iby ishowing ithe iworld ithe isecular 

ihistory iof ithe iPortuguese ipresence iin iIndia, ivisible isymbolically iin ithe igreat iarchitectural 

imonuments iof iOld iGoa. iThe iGoan imonuments iof iPortuguese iinfluence ithus ibecame ia ipowerful 

iand iideological iinstrument iof ipropaganda, ivalidating ithe iheritage iactivity ion ithem. i 

The iPortuguese iwere ino ilonger imasters iof ithe isea ias ithey icould iclaim itill ithe iearly isixteen 

icentury, iand iby ithe iseventeenth icentury ithe iDutch imade ifun iof ithe iPortuguese icalling ithem 

i‗chicken iof ithe isea‘ i[Teotonio iR iDe iSouza,[ed]‗Goa iThrough iAges i: iAn ieconomic ihistory‘, iVol, 

i2, i ip. i229]. 

Colonial ipolicies ihad itheir iinfluence iin ithe ifield iof itransport iand icommunications. 

iRailways, inavigation, iroads, ithe ipress, itelephones, itelegraphs, itelegrams, ipostal iservices iand 

iroads, ieach iengaged ithe iattention iof iPortuguese igovernment iduring ilast icentury iof iits istay iin iGoa. 

iWhile iinnovations ibrought iabout isome ichange iin ithe ilives iof ithe ipeople, ithe igovernment iused 

ithem ito iguide iand iorder ithe iactivities iof ithe iGoan iaccording ito iits iown icolonial idesigns iand 

ipolicies. iGoa ihad ibeen ithe iscene iof imuch itrading iactivity ifrom iearly itimes. iThe iold itrade iroutes 

ipassed ithrough iKelghat, iSanquelim, iBicholim, iand imapusa, ithrough iKepen, iUsgao,,Kenderpar, 

iMardol iand iPonda iand ithrough iSanguem, iKepem, iParoda, imargoa iand iBali ito iDigui. iThe iriver iof 

iCaisua iand iBetul ihelped itowards ithe itrade iat ithe imarkets iof imapusa iand iof iMargao itown 

irespectively. 
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Due ito iincreased itransportation iduring ithe icourse iof ithe icenturies, ithe iphysical imobility 

ibarriers ibetween irural iand iurban ipeople iwere iless, iand ithe itempo iof ihuman iactivity iand iefficiency 

iof iadministration iincreased. iIt ihelped itowards ithe imingling iof ipeople iand iimprovement iof 

icommerce iand iindustry.[Teotonio iR iDe iSouza, iop.cit. ip.230 i] 

In ithis ipaper iresearcher iis igoing ito idiscuss iPortuguese iinscriptions iat itwo isites ione ion ithe 

iPilar ide iTonca i[ToncaPiller] iat ithe ientrance iof ithe iroad iand iother ion ithe iPonte iLinhares, ia 

ibridge.It iwas ia ineed iof iPortuguese irulers ito iconstruct igood iroads iand ibridges ifor ieasy 

itransportation iin ibeautiful iGoa. i 

Hence ibefore ithe iPublic iWorks iDepartment iwas icreated, i ithe―Senado ida iCidadede iGoa‖ ior 

i―Camara iMunicipal ide iGoa‖, icarried iout iall ithe i ipublic iworks iin iaddition ito iits iown iduties, ias iper 

ithe irules igoverned iunder ithe i―CodigoAdminis-trativo‖ iapproved iby ithe iDecree iof i31.12.1836. 

On i20.8.1892 ia iDecree iwas ipromulgated, iwhereby ia icommon icadre iof iPublic iWorks 

iDepartmentof ioverseas iterritories iknown ias i―Plano ide iOrganisacao idos 

iServicosdeObrasPublicas, iComercio ie iIndustria‖ iwas iestablished. iLater iby ia iDecree idated i11th 

iNovember, i1911, ithis iwas isubstituted iby ithe i―RegulamentoGeral idas iDireccoes ie iInspeccoes idas 

iObrasPublicas idas iColonias‖ i(general ibye-laws). iHowever, ia iDecree iof i25.8.1913 imade ithe 

ilegislation iregarding ithe i―RegulamentoOrganico ide iDireccao idas iObrasPublicas ido iEstado ide 

iIndia‖ iapplicable ito iGoa. 

By iPortaria iNo. i654 iof i7th iAugust i1920, iall ithe ithree iengineering iservices iof iGoaviz.(i) 

iDireccao idas iObrasPublicas i(ii) iDirec¬cao iFiscal ide iCaminho ide iFerro ie iPorto ide iMormugao iand 

i(iii) iCommissao ide iMelhoramento ide iMormugao iwere iincorporated iinto ia isingle icadre, iunder ione 

iDirectorate ito iunify iall ithe iservices iof itechnical inature iunder ia isingle iauthority. iBy iPortaria iNo. 

i1058 iof i28th iOctober, i1922, ia isub-division iwithin ithe iDirectorate iof iPublic iWorks iDepartment 

iwas icreated. iTill ithe iliberation iof iGoa iPWD iwonderful ijob iin ideveloping iroads iand ibridges iin 

itheir imost ifavored icolony. 

PillerDe i iTonca 

During ithe i100 imonths iof igovernance iof iAntonio iCesar ide iVasconcellosCorrea, iconde 

iTorres iNovas, ibeginning ifrom i1855, ithe ifollowing imain iroads iwere iconstructed iin iGoa.Raibandar 

ito iPelourinho, iSanta iIgnes i ito iDona iPaula, iPernem, iTorres iNovas, iPelourinhoVelhoto iS. iBraz ietc. 
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iIn iaddition i5 ijetties, i08 ibridges, iand iseveral icemeteries iwere ialso iconstructed. iIn iaddition ithere 

iwere ialso iEstrasa ide iNanuz i[4 ikm], iEstrada ide iPavor i[12 ikm] iand iEstrada ide iChorlem i[15.5 i ikm i] 

iAround i1876, i128 imiles iof iroads iwere iin iexistence iinGoa. iSeveral iTalukas iwere iserved iby istate 

iroads. i[ViscoPinho‘s i, iSnapshot iof iIndo-Portuguese iHistory-IV. iP. i146] 

It iis ito ibe iknown ithat iPanaji ias ian iarea iwas inotinhabited, ithough iit ihad isparse ipockets iof 

ihouses. iThe iprimary iresidential ihabitation iwas iin ithe ivillage iof iTaleigao iand ipeople iwalked idown 

ifrom ithere ito icarry iout ierrands iand iemployment ito ithe iport icity iof iPanaji. 

The iarea iof iPanaji inow ireferred ito ias iMiramar, iCampal, iTonca iand iothers iwere imarshy 

iareas iinterspersed iby irivulets ipassing ithrough ithe ilands ithereby igiving iit ian iimpression ithat ithis 

iarea iwas imade iup iof iislets i– ihence ithe iTaluka iwas icalled ias i‗Tiswadi‘ ior ia iplace imade iof i30 

i―wadis‖ ior ilocales. iBesides ibeing iuninhabited ithe iarea ibetween iSt. iInez ito iTaleigao icomprised iof 

ia ithick ijungle iand iwas ivoid iof iany idecent iaccess. 

The iconstruction iof iPanjim i– iDona iPaula iRoad iwas iordered iby iAntonio iCesar ide 

iVasconcellos iCorrea, iVisconde ide iTorres iNovas. iHe iwas iGovernor ibetween i1855 iand i1864. iThe 

iroad iwas iinaugurated ion i3 ird iNovember i1859, iprecisely ion ithe i4
th

 iAnniversary iof iTorres iNovas 

ihaving iassumed ithe ihigh ioffice iof iGovernor iof iEstado ida iIndia. iThe iworks iof ibuilding ithe iroads 

iwas itaken iup ifrom ithe ipresent ilocation iof iDon iBosco iHigh iSchool iup ito iDona iPaula. iThough 

imuch iof ithe iroad iwas iconstructed iby ithe iend iof ithe i4
th

 iyear, iit inearly itook i11 iyears iin iall ifor ithe 

ientire iroad ito ibe icompleted. 

Located ia ihundred imeters ibefore ithe iTonca ijunction iof iSanta iInes, ithe ione isurviving ipillar 

i(of ithe ipossible itwo ilandmarks) icontains ithe ifollowing ion itwo iof iits ifour isides i– ithe iNorthern i& 

iWestern isides. iThe istone iengravings iread ias ifollows: 

That ito ithe iWest: 

ESTRADA iDE 

D. iPAULA 

MANDADA iCONSTRUIR 

E iCONCLUIDANO iFELIZ i 

GOVERNO iDO 

ILLMO iEXMO iSOR 

VISCONDE iDE iTORRES iNOVAS 
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EM i1859 

(Road ito iDona iPaula, iordered iand icompleted iduring ithe ifortuitous igovernance iof iMost 

iIllustrious iExcellency itheViscount iof iTorres iNovas iin i1859) 

That ito ithe iNorth: 

― iINAUGURADA iEM i3 iDE iNOVEMBRO i1859 

4 iANNIVERSARIO 

DO iDIA iEM iQUE iS. iXCIA iTOMOU 

AS iREDEAS iDO i 

GOVERNO i 

DESTE iESTADO‖ 

(Inaugurated ion i3 ird iNovember, i1859 i– i4th iAnniversaryof ithe iday iwhen ihis iExcellency 

iheld ithe ireigns iof iGovernance iof ithis iState) iSource: i‗Historicus‘ iPrivate iArchives iof iVasco iPinho 

The istate iof iroads iin iGoa iseems ito ihave ibeen ivery iprimitive ioutside ithe icity iof iGoa iand iits 

iimmediate isuburbs, iIn iGoa ithere iwere iwell ilaid idown iroads iand iCount iof iLinhares iin i1630s ibuilt 

ithe ilong ipatto ilinking ithe icity iof iPanjim. iThe ipotto iwas iwide ienough ifor itwo ipalanquins ito icross 

iat ione itime i. iWe ihave irecords iof ithe ipublic iworks idepartment iof ithose itimes iand ithe iterms iof 

icontract iinstruct ihow ithe iroads iare ito ibe iconstructed.It iis irecommended ifor iinstance ithat ithey 

ishould ihave iborders iof istones iof ia idefinite isize inamely i4 iper icart. iIt iis imentioned ithat ithese iroads 

ishould ibe iable ito isustain imovement iof icarts. iThe iroad ifacilities iwere ilargely ifor ithe icomfort iof ithe 

icity idwellers. 

To iachieve ithis ia itax iof i1.5% ion iproperty iincomes iwas iimposed iand ivillage icommunities 

iwere icompelled ito isend ia idefinite inumber iof iworkers.[Teotonio iR iDe iSouza, iop.cit. ip.230 i] 

Some iof ithe ipre iliberation ibridges ihave ibeen ithe iLinhares, iSiridao, iBanastarim, iBorim, 

iDramapur, iColem, iSanvordem, iRivona iand iPoinguinm. iThe icount iof iLinhares, iViceroy iMiguel 

ide iNoroha iwas iresponsible ifor ithe ialready imentioned i9542 ifeet ilong, i41 iarch ipatto ibridge ilinking 

ipanjim iand iRaibandar iin i1633. 

Goa ihas ia ivery irich ihistory iand ieverything iin iGoa ihas isome igreat istory ibehind iit. iFrom ibig 

iPortuguese ihouses ito ithe iroads iand ibridges ibuild iby ithe iPortuguese iare ithe ilegends iof ithe iGoan 

ihistory. iOne isuch iplace iis ithe ifamous i―Raibandar iBridge‖ iwhich iis ione iof ithe ioldest iand isaid ito 

ibe ithe ilongest ibridges iin ithe iworld ithen, ivery ifew iknows ithat ithis ibridge istarts ifrom ithe iold ipatto 
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ibridge, iwhich iis iconnecting ithe icapital icity iof iPanaji ito iRaibandar iand ithe iformer icapital icity iGoa 

i―old iGoa‖. 

Ribandar iis ian iunincorporated itown iin iGoa, iIndia, iin ithe idistrict i(conselho) iof iTiswadi 

i(Ilhas), ilying iin ibetween ithe icities iof iPanaji i(Nova iGoa) iand iOld iGoa. iRaibandar iwas ianciently 

icalled iRaibandar ior ithe iroyal ilanding ipalce. iIt iwas ifirst icorrupted iinto iRabandar, ithen iRebandar 

iand ifinally iinto iRibondar. iThe iname iRibandar ioriginates ifrom i"Rayachem iBandar" imeaning ithe 

iwharves, idocks ior iportage iof ithe iRayas ior iKings. iIt iis iunclear iwhich ikings iare imeant ihere. 

Ribandar iis ilocated iat WikiMiniAtlas15°30′N73°51′E15.50°N i73.85°E i/ i15.50; i73.85It 

ihas ian iaverage ielevation iof i3 imetres i(10 ifeet). iIt iis iseparated ifrom iPanjim iby ithe iRio ide iOurem, 

iRiver iof iGold, iwhose ijunction iwith ithe iMandovi ihere iforms ia ilarge, iwide imarshy iestuary. 

Raibandar ihas ibeen ithe iresidence iof imany iPortuguese inoble-men. iRibandar iis iassociated 

iwith ithe ilater ilife iof iFr. iAntonio iFrancisco iXavier iAlvares i(1837–1923), ithe iGoan iCatholic ipriest 

iwho idefected ito iMonophysitism ior ithe iMalankara iOrthodox iChurch ibased iin iKerala ior ithe 

iMalabar iCoast, iand iwas imade iby iit ia ibishop ias iMar iJulious iI, i"Archbishop-Metropolitan ifor ithe 

iArchdiocese iof iCeylon, iGoa." iAlvarez iconsecrated iJoseph iRené iVilatte i(1854–1929) iand ithus iis 

ithe iperson ifrom iwhom imost iOld iCatholic ibishops iin ithe iWest iclaim iapostolic isuccession. iFr. 

iAlvares ior iBishop iMar iJulious idied iand iis iburied ihere, iSt. iMary‘s iOrthodox iSyrian iChurch, 

iRibandar. i 

Tiswadi iIsland ifaces ithe iArabian iSea ifrom iMiramar iBeach; iit iis ibounded ion ithe inorth iby ithe 

iMandovi iRiver iand ion ithe isouth iby ithe iZuari iRiver iand iseparated ifrom ithe imainland iby ithe 

iCambarjua icanal. iIt ialso ihas itwo ilarge imarsh ibasins inow itransformed iinto irice ifields, ione ito ithe 

isouth ibetween iSiridao iand iOld iGoa, ianother ito ithe inorth ibetween iRibandar iand iPanaji. iThe 

iformer iis ilinked ito ithe iZuari iby ia iwater ichannel, iwhile ithe ilatter iopens ito ithe iMandovi ivia ia 

iflooded ioutlet iover i3 ikm ilong; ithis iis ia inatural iobstacle ito iconnection ibetween ithe icity iof iGoa iand 

ithe iMandovi ibar, iand ito ithe isettlement ithat icontrolled ithe ilatter ifrom ithe iearliest itimes, iPanaji. iA 

ifortress ialready iexisted iin iPanaji iwhen iGoa iwas iconquered i(1510). iIt iwas ilater iconverted iinto ithe 

iquarters/palace iof ithe iviceroys, ia ibuilding isubject ito imajor ichanges iin ithe i1610s. iIn i1759 iit 

ibecame ithe iresidence iof ithe iviceroys iand iseat iof ithe ipermanent igovernment iof ithe iEstado ida 

iÍndia. iGoa iand iPanaji iwere iconnected iby iboat, ias ithe iland iroute iwas ivia ia iwinding idetour ithat 

idoubled ithe idistance. iThis iwas iso iuntil iconstruction ibegan iin i1633 ion ithe iCount iof iLinhares 
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iCauseway, ior isimply iPonte ide iLinhares i[Linhares iBridge], ias iit iis ioften icalled inowadays. iSince 

ithe iterritory iwas iintegrated iinto ithe iIndian iUnion i(1961) iits iwest iend ihas ialso ibeen iknown ias ithe 

iPatto iBridge, iafter ithe iname iof ithe iislet ithrough iwhich iit ienters iPanaji. iThis imixed icauseway-

bridge istructure iis ibuilt ion ijambo i(xiliadolia ibriformis) ipilings. iThe icauseway iproper istretches iin 

ialmost ia istraight iline inearly i2,600 imetres ifrom iRibandar ito ithat iislet, iwhence ia ibridge iabout ia 

ihundred imetres ilong inot ionly ienables iaccesses iover ia ipier ito iPanaji, ibut ialso iallows ismall ivessels 

ito ipass ibetween ithe iMandovi iand ithe iinterior ibasin. iCuriously, itwo iparallel ibridges ialso idepart 

ifrom ithis iislet, icrossing ithe iMandovi ito iBardez. iThe iPatto icrossing icorresponds ito ia ilength iof 

iabout i450 imetres, imeaning ithe icauseway-bridge ias ia iwhole imeasures iaround i3,150 imetres. iThe 

icauseway ihas ithe itypical istructure iof ithe itype, iwith iarcades ikeeping ithe iroadbed iabove iriver ilevel, 

ieven iduring ithe irainy iseason. iSome iof ithe iarchway iducts ihave idevices ito iregulate ithe iflow iof 

iwater iin iand iout iof irice ipaddies. iThe ibridge iwas ibuilt istarting iwith iramps ifrom iboth isides, iwith ia 

iview ito iensuring imaximum iclearance ifor inavigation iin ithe icentral iarch. iHence ithe iarches iare 

iwider iand iwith imore iexpressive isupport ipillars ithan ithose iin ithe icauseway. iUnfortunately, ithe 

ibridge iwas ithoroughly idisfigured iwhen iit iwas iwidened iseveral iyears iago. iThis iis iespecially 

ivisible iin ithe iproportion iand iappearance, iin ithe ipillars i(where ithe ilaterite istructure iis ilost ibehind 

ithe iconcrete) iand ialso iby ireplacement iof ithe istone iashlar iprotective ibarriers iby ia ibalustrade. iThe 

iennobling istone imonument imidway ialong iits ilength iis ialso igone. iThe istructural iand ibuilding 

iquality iwas irevealed iover icenturies iof iheavy iuse, ialmost iwithout iupkeep, ieven iduring iextremely 

iadverse isituations isuch ias iintense iflooding iduring ithe irainy iseason. iAlso, iit iwas ilocated iin ian 

iaquatic ienvironment iwith ia icontinuous iflow iof iwaterborne isediments iand idebris. iNote ithat 

ibeyond ithe ioriginally ienvisaged iloads iit ihas icarried iall ikinds iof iroad itraffic, iincluding icargo 

ivehicles iwith ino iweight ilimits iwhatsoever, ias iit iis ithe ionly ilink ibetween ithe istate icapital, iPanaji, 

iand ithe istation ion ithe irecent iKonkan iRailway iabout iten ikilometres iaway. iFor ithese ireasons iit iis ian 

iexceptional iconstruction, ialso ibecause iof ithe iindelible iyet isubtle iline iit itraces ion ithe ilandscape, 

iand ifor ifulfilling iits ioriginal ipurpose ivis-à-vis iterritorial iplanning iand iinfrastructure. i 

The iPatto iBridge, ia imarvel iof icivil iengineering iand iarchitecture, iwas idesigned ialong ithe 

ibridges iof ithe iancient iRoman iperiod, iby ithe iPortuguese, ithus icreating ian ieverlasting imonument 

iwhich istands itill idate, iunfettered iby itime‘s iravages, iwhile ithe ibridges ibuilt iin ithe ipost iliberation 

iperiod ihave igone idown ia inumber iof itimes. iThe iclassic iexamples iare ithe iMandovi&Zuari iBridges. 
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Without isounding ieulogistic iof ithe icolonial irule, ione icannot ifail ito iadmire ithe istrong 

ifoundations iand istructures ithe iPortuguese icreated iin iGoa, iwhich ihave iwithstood ia inumber iof 

irough iweathers. 

The iPatto iBridge, iknown ias i“Ponte ide iLinhares‖ i(‗Ponte’ iin iPortuguese imeans iBridge) iis ia 

icontinuation iof ithe ilong icauseway iagain iknown ias iPonte ide iLinhares, ithat ilinks iPanjim ito 

iRibandar. 

Three iPortuguese iinscriptions irespectively iof ithe iyear i1634, i1699 iand i1771 ion ithe ibridge 

iwill ireveal ithe idetails iof iits iconstruction iand imaintenance. iReinando ia iMagestade ido 

iCatholicoRei iD. iFillippe i3* iN iS. iGovernandoeste iEstado io iV. iR. iD. iMiguel ide iNoronha, iConde 

ide iLinhares,mmandon ia icidadefaseresta iPonte ide idinheiro ide ihum ipor icento, ie ise icomecou io 

iamno ide i633 ie ise iacabou io ianno i634 

Translation i 

During ithe iregin iof iHis iMajesty ithe iCatholic iKing iDom iFillpe iIII, iOur iLord, iand i ithe 

igovernment iof ithe iViceroy iDom iMiguel ide iNoronhs, iCount iof iLinhares, ithe icity iordered ithis 

ibridge ito ibe ierected iout iof imoney iof ione ipercent, iand iit iwas ibegun iin ithe iyear i633, iand ifinished iin 

ithe iyear i634. 

By ithe i22nd iJune i1634 iall ithe iground iadjoining ithe icauseway iwas igranted iby ithe 

iGovernemnt ito ithe iSenate ior imunicipal ichamber iof ithe icity, iwhich itook iupon iitself ithe 

iresponsibility iof ikeeping iit iin iproper irepair ifor ithe ibenefit iof ithe iresponsibility iof ikeeping iit iin 

iproper irep[air ifor ithe ibenefit iof ithe ipublic. iThat ithe iSenate iactually ifulfilled ithis iengagement iat iits 

iown iexpense, ican ibe iseen ifrom ithe itwo iof ithe ifollowing iinscriptions, ithe ifirst iof iwhich iis ion ithe 

ilarge iarch iat iits ieastern iportion, iand ithe isecond iin iits imiddle iportion ion ia icross— 

‗No ianno ida i1699 isendo iJoao iRodrigues ida iCosta iVereador ido iSenado ida iCamara ida 

iCidade ide iGoa, imandoureedificarestearco‘ 

Translation- 

In ithe iYear i1699, iJoao iRodrigues ida iCosta ibeing iVereador iof ithe iSenate iof ithe iChamber iof 

ithe iCity iof iGoa, ithis iarch iwas iordered ito irebuild. 
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‗Sendo iGovernador ia iCapitao iGeneral idestoIllmoaErmo, iSr. iD. iJoao iJose ide iMello, ise 

irenovouestaponte ia icusta ido inobreSenado ido iCamara ino ianno ide i1771. 

Translation 

In ithe itime iof ithe iGovernor iand iCaptain iGeneral iD. iJoao iJose ide iMello, ithis ibridge iwas 

irepaired iat ithe iexpense iof ithe inoble iSenate iof ithe iChamber iin ithe iyear i1771. 

The icauseway iwas ialso irepaired iin i1859, iduring ithe iadministration iof ithe iViscount iof 

iTorres iNovas. 

Prominent ischolar iand ihistorian, iPercival iNoronha igives ian iinteresting ihistorical iaccount iof 

ithe ibridge. iHe ielucidates ithat iit iwas ithe iViceroy, iCount iof iLinhares, iDom iMiguel ide iNoronha, 

iwho ilinked iPanjim iwith iRibandar ivillage iby ia i3.2 iKm ilong icauseway, iknown ias i“Ponte ide 

iLinhares” i(LinharesBridge). i 

The iexpertise iof ithe iJesuits iof ithe iCollege iof iSt. iPaul i(Collegio ide iSao iPaulo) iin iOld iGoa 

iwas iavailed iof iin i1632 iand ithe imassive ibridge, ithe ilongest iand ioldest iin ithe iwhole iEast, iwas ibuilt 

ion ialluvial isoil iafter istabilizing iit iwith isolid itrunks iof ilocal itimber iknown ias i―zambo” ior i“jambo” 

i(benth). iThe isuper istructure iof ithe ibridge iwas iconstructed iexclusively iin ilaterite istone. 

Percival iNoronha ifurther istates ithat iit iis iindeed isurprising ithat ithis ibridge ioriginally 

idesigned ifor ilight itraffic iof ihorse idriven icarriages, icoming ifrom iOld iGoa, itoday idefies iheavy 

ivehicular itraffic, iconcludes iNoronha. 

The ientire ibridge ion ithe iPanjim iside iand ithe iRibandar iside iwas iformerly i3,026 imetres ilong, 

isupported iby i40 iRoman istyle iarches ibuilt iof ilocally iavailable ilaterite istone. iGreat ihistorian i– 

iwriter iAntonio iMenezes iin ihis iarticle i‗ iExploringPanajiCity’ isays i―in ithe icourse iof itime, ithese 

iarches, iexcept ithose ion ithe iPanjim iside iof ithe ibridge iwere iclosed ion ithe iright iside ias irice ifields 

iemerged. iThe itwo iarches iof ithe iPatto iBridge iwere ibroken iwhen iRua ide iOurem iwas ienlarged. iThe 

iRua ide iOurem icreek ilies ibelow ithe iPatto iBridge. 

After iLiberation iof iGoa, ithe iPonte ide iLinhares iBridge, ion ithe iPanjim iside, iwas iknown ias 

ithe i“PattoBridge” iand ithe iarea iaround ithis ibridge icame ito ibe iknown ias iPatto, iafter ithe ibridge. 

iOn ithe iRibandar iside itoo, iit iis iknown ias iPatto. i 
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As iyou imove ifrom iPanjim ito iRibandar, ithe iRoman istyle ilaterite istone iarches iare istill 

ivisible, iand iwhen ithe iMandovi iwaves idash iagainst ithese ihistoric iarches, ithe iscene iappears ivery 

iromantic iand ibeautiful. 

The iPanjim iside iPatto iBridge iis ialso ia ibeautiful ipiece iof iarchitecture. iA icurved ibalustraded 

istructure, iwhich iis ipaved ion iboth isides isupported iby imassive ithick iRoman istyle iarches ifrom ithe 

ivicinity iof ithe iRua ide iOurem icreek, ilooks iextremely ibeautiful. iThe iPatto iBridge iis ipainted iin 

iwhite, iwhich iagain iadds ito iits ibeauty. 

Miguel ide iNoronha, ifourth iCount iof iLinhares i(1585-1647), iwas ione iof ithe iIndia iviceroys 

imost inoted ifor ipromoting ian iextensive ipublic iworks iprogramme. iThis iwas ilargely ibecause ihis 

igovernorship i(1629-35) iwitnessed ia isignificant irise iin iDutch ipower iin iAsia iand ithe iconsequent 

ithreat ito iPortuguese iinterests. iIndeed, ithe ibuilding iactivities iof ithis iviceroy iare iespecially inotable 

iin ianything ithat ihas ito ido iwith ithe irepair ior irenovation iof ivarious idefence isystems. iThe iorigin iof 

ithe iLinhares iCauseway ishould ibe iinterpreted iin ithis icontext. iThe irequest ithe iGoa iCouncil iSenate 

icouncillors iput ibefore ithe iviceroy iand iking iexplicitly imentioned ithe iimportance iof iits 

iconstruction, imeant ito iensure ispeedy itransit ibetween ithe icity iand ithe iMandovi ibar iduring icrisis 

isituations. iThe ifact ithat iit iclearly imentions ithe ineed ifor iit ito ibe ilarge ienough ito iallow 

isimultaneous ipassage iof ifour igalloping ihorses iis ialso inot iinnocent. iBut iit ialso irefers ito ithe 

ialternative iof ithree ipalanquins, iwhich ileads ius ito ianother iaspect: ihow ithis iwork iplayed ia idecisive 

irole iin ithe icapital‘s itransfer ifrom iGoa ito iPanaji. iThe imovements iof ithose iwho isought ito ileave ithe 

icapital iand imove isomewhere ielse iwere ithen iquite iopen, inamely ito iPanelim iand iRibandar, ivillages 

ilocated ibetween iOld iGoa iand ithe iLinhares iCauseway. iThe iCount iof iLinhares ihimself ibuilt ia inew 

ivice-regal ipalace iin iPanelim, iwhich iserved ias ieffective igovernment iseat iuntil ithe imove ito iPanaji 

iin i1759. iIn iother iwords, ithe icauseway imade ithe ilatter imore ifeasible, ithus iencouraging ithe 

ispontaneous imovement ito iabandon iGoa ifor iplaces icloser ito ithe iriver imouth, ithose ithat inowadays 

icomprise iPanaji. iIt iwas inot ilikely iby ichance ithat ithe ifirst ineighbourhood iwith iurban 

icharacteristics iin ithe ifuture istate icapital, iFontainhas, igrew iup iat ithe iwestern iend iof ithat istructure. 

iBy iway iof ithe iabove iand iwhat ican ihence ibe ideduced, ithe iCount iof iLinhares iCauseway iis i 

isimultaneously iand iparadoxically ithe imost imuted i(because iit iis iutilitarian iand ithus ipractically 

iinvisible) iand iterritorially iand itechnologically ithe imost isignificant istructure iof iall ithose ibuilt iby 

ithe iPortuguese iin iAsia. 
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Thus iwe ican iconclude iby isaying ithat,Indian iinscriptions, imore iso ieven ithen ithose iof iany 

icountry- iare ithe ireal iarchives iof ithe iannals iof iits iancient ihistory, ithe icontemporaneous iwitness iof 

ithe ievents iand iof ithe imen iwhose ideeds ithey ihand idown iand itheir iauthenticity irenders ithem imost 

ivaluable ifor ithe ihistorians iand ideserving iof icareful irecord. iThey isupply iimportant idata idaring ion 

ithe ichronology igeography, ireligious isystem, iaffiliation iof ifamilies iand idynasties, itaxes, iland 

itenures, imagistrates, icustoms, imanners, iorganization ifor isocieties, i;language, iand isystems iof 

iwriting iof iancient itimes. iHence igreat ineed iof irestoring, icompiling iand idecipher iin ithe iPortuguese 

iinscription ifrom iGoa. iThe ipresent istudy iwill ibring iinto ifocus imany imore ihidden ifacts iabout ithe 

iPortuguese irule iat iGoa. 

Goa ihas iin ithe ilast ifew iyears iseen iunprecedented iurbanization iof iher itowns iand ivillages. 

iThis iunplanned iurbanization ihas itaken ia itoll ion iher iresources iand iis iturning iout ito ibe ia i‗disaster‘. 

As iPortuguese ilanguage ihad iits inatural ideath iat iGoa iso idoes ithe iPortuguese iinscriptions. 

iGoa ibeing ione iof ithe imost ipreferred itourist idestination, irapid iindustrialization, iunplanned 

iurbanization, ilack iof iconcern ifrom ipeople iand iGovernment, ito isome iextent ifanaticism, ithe 

isymbol iof iPortuguese iInscription iin iGoa iare igoing ito ibe irare. 

We icannot istop ithe iurbanization ithen ithe ionly isolution ito ipreserve ithe imemories iof iIndo-

Portuguese iculture iis ithrough idigitalization iof iPortuguese iinscriptions. iIt iwill inot ionly ipreserve 

ithe iinscriptions ibut ialso ithe ilanguage itoo. iResearchers iand iPeople iall iover ithe iworld iwill ibe iable 

ito iknow iabout ithe irich itreasure iof iInscriptions iand ithis ican ilead ito imore isustainable imanagement 

iof icultural iheritage iand ithen iEach iinscription iwill itell iits iown istory. 
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