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The isocial ihistory iof iGoa iis ivery imuch iinterwoven iwith ithe ichurch iHistory iof ithis 

iterritory. iThe iGoan isociety iin ifact iwas iessentially iHindu isociety iwith iits irigid icaste isystem, 

irituals iand isacrifices. iThe iPortuguese iseems ito ihave igathered isome iinformation iabout iGoa, iit 

istrategic iposition iand icommercial iimportance, iyears ibefore ithey iconquered iit. iThere iis 

ievidence ithat isome iGoan ileaders iand iothers iinvited iPortuguese ito icapture iit.
i
Finally ion i3rd 

iMarch i1510 iAlbueque itook ipossession iof iold iGoa ifrom iIsmail iAdil iShah, ithe iSultan iof 

iBijapur. iAfonso ide iAlbuquerue iafter ihis ifinal iassault ion iGoa iisland iin i1510 ilaid ia isolid 

ifoundation ito ithe iPortuguese icolonial istructure iby iencouraging ihis isoldiers ito imarry ithe ilocal 

iMuslim iwomen i. iEach icouple iwas igifted iwith ia ipiece iof iland, ia ihouse, ia ihorse, icattle iand icash 

iamounting ito i1600 ireis.
ii
 

In ithis ipresentation ian iefforts ihave ibeen imade ito ifocus ion ithe iposition iof iwomen iin iGoa 

iunder iPortuguese ithrough iinscriptions iunder ithe istudy. iIn ithe ispan iof iabout ithousand iyears,  

ibeginning ifrom ithe ininth iCentury ithe irulers iembellished iGoa iwith itemples, iMosque iand 

iChurches. iLot iof ipublic iand iprivate ibuildings iwere ierected iby ithe iPortuguese. iThe iwide imoat 

iwas ifilled iup iand ithe icity ibegan ito igrow iwith ibeautiful ichurches, imonuments iand ibuildings. 

iWe ican iclearly isee ithe iimpact iof iRenaissance imovement ion ithe iconstruction iin iGoa. 

 iI ishall ibe idiscussing ithree iinscriptions. iFirst iinscription iunder istudy iis ion ithe itomb iof 

iDona iCaterina, iwhich iis isituated iin ithe ichurch iof iOur iLady iof iRosary i[Igreja ida iNassa iSenhora 

ido iRlsario] iThe iChurch iof iOur iLady iof iRosary ialso iknown ias iChurch iof iSt. iMary iof iRosary, 

ibuilt iin i1543, isituated iin ithe iHoly imount iin iclose ivicinity iof ithe iConvents iof iSt. iMonica iand 

iSt. iAgustine. iTo ithe ileft iin ithe iapse iwe iare iconfronted iwith ithe itomb iof iCatarina. iShe iwas ithe 

ilady iwhom ithe iViceroy iGarcia ide iSa imarried. iOn ithe itomb iwe ifind ifollowing iinscription
iii

 

 i i i i i i i i i i i iAqi iIaz iDona iCatirina iMother iDe 
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 i i i i i i i i i i i iGarcia iDa iSa ia iOval iPede iA iOvem iIsto iLek 

 i i i i i i i i i i i iQve iPeca iMisericordia iAdeus iPera iSva iAlma 

Translation i; iHere ilies iLady iCatherine iwife iof iGarcia ide iSa ithose iwho iread ithis iask imercy iof 

iGod ifor isoul. 

Other itwo iinscriptions idiscussed ihere iare ifrom iSe iCathedral, iGoa. iThis iChurch iwas 

ifounded isoon iafter ithe iconquest iof iGoa iby ithe iPortuguese iin i1510. iThese itwo iinscriptions iare 

iengraved ion ithe itomb iof itwo iPortuguese ipersonalities iwhich ithrow ilight ion ithe iposition iof 

iwomen. 

CPELA iDAL iDO iVISENTE iANRIVES 

 iEPAZ iDEZEMBA iGADOP iOVE 

FOI iDAP iDESE iARCEBISPA iDO 

Q iEALLECO. iEM. i7 iDEEZEMBRQ 

D i632. iOOVAL. iDEIXOV. iPENDA 

HVA. iMISSA. iCOTODIANADE i 

QIE. iADMINSTRADORA, iSVA 

VIOLHER. iLEANOR. iMAZ. iEP 

MORTE. iOVEM. iELLA. iORDE 

NAR. iEHE. iINSTITV iDAPERA 

ENTRRO. iDELLA iEDESEVS 

HEREDEIROS
iv

 i 

Translation i---- iChapel iof iVincent iHerques iwho iwas ithe iJudge iof ithe iHigh iCourt iof ithe 

iArchebishopic iwho idied ion i7th iDecember i1632 iwho ikept/left ithe iincome i/proceeds iwife 

iLenor iMascarnenhas iordered ito ithe iinstitute iher iburial iand iof iher iheirs. iAnother iinscription ion 

ithe ileft iside iof ithe ichapel iis ias ifollows--- 

VIST. iA. iSEI iVLIVA. iA. iSOSSOSDEDOVI 

ANOR. iMASCARENHAS. iSEGVND. iL,IE 

FR. iDEMELLO iDEC iASTRO iGOVERNADO 

FOI iDO iESTADO iDAINDIA iTRES iVEZWS iSEA 

SEIRA iVES iQVE iFOVERNOV iMAN iDOVE 

ESTA iSEPVLTVRA iPERA iNELLA iSEDEPVZ 

REM iOSSOSSO iDADITA iSVA iMOLHER iAQVAL 
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LECEO iEM8 iDEMAIO iDE i6S4 iETEM iNES 

CAPELA iHVMA iMISSA iQVT iMISSA iQVT iIDIANA iv 

Translation i-- iIn ithis itomb ilies ithe imortal iremains iof iDona iLeanora iMascarenhs, isecond iwife 

iof iFrancisco iDe iMello iCastro iGovernor iof ithe istate iof iIndia iordered ithis i itomb iduring ithe ithird 

iyear iof ihis ireign ihe iordered ithis itomb ifor iin iit ito ibe iput ithe imortal iremains iof ihis isaid iwife, 

iwho idied ion i8th imay i1654 iand ihas iinstituted iin ithis ichapel ia imass ieveryday. 

The iinscription ithrows ilight ion ithe isocial iaspect iand isocial icustoms iof ithe iPortuguese. 

iThe iinscription iunder istudy iitself iis ia isource imaterial iof ihistory iof iGoa. iThough iample 

ireferences iare iavailable iin iliterary iform ione icannot ineglect ithe iimportance iof iinscriptions isince 

iit iis ia iprimary isource imaterial iof ihistory. iSecondly. iInscriptions iespecially iat ipublic iplace 

igives iinstant iinformation ito igeneral ipublic iho imay inot igo ito ihistorical irecords iabout isocial 

ihistory iof iGoa. iThe iinscriptions iunder istudy ion ithe itombs ishows ithe iimportance ithe 

iPortuguese igave ifor icharities iand irecording iof itheir inames ito ibe ifresh iin ithe imemory iof ipeople. 

iThis iindeed iwas ia icommon iform iin iwhich iHindus igave iendowment iand icharities. 

Another ithought iprovoking iand iinteresting iinterpretation ibased ion ithe iinscription ion ithe 

itomb iof iDona iCatalina ithrow ilight ion ithe iposition iof iwomen ivies-a ivies ithe itraditional iHindu 

icustoms. iLady ithe iword iitself iused ifor ia iwoman iwith irespect, ithis ispeaks iof ihigh iposition iof 

iwomen. iThe itomb iof iLady iCatarina igot ithe iplace iin iprestigious ichurch iof ithe isaid itimes. iNow 

ithe iquestion icomes iwas ia ihigh istatus iwas igiven ito iher ibecause ishe iwas ia iwife iof iViceroy 

iGracia ide iSa i? iIf iit iis iso ione icannot istate ithat iduring iPortuguese iperiod iwomen iin igeneral iwere 

iplaced iat ihigh iposition. iLike iHindu iway iof ilife iin ithose idays iand ieven itoday istatus icomes ito ia 

iwoman ifrom ithe iposition iof iher ihusband iand ifamily iin ithe isociety. iChances iof igeting iself-

identity ito iwomen iwere iremote. iThere imay ibe isome iexception, ibut iit igeneral iit iis iobserved ithat 

iwomen iwho iwere imarried ito ia iauthoritative ipersonalities ilike iGovernors, iJudges, iViceroy’s 

ilead ia ihigher istatus iin ia isociety iand iobviously ithere itombs iwere ierected iin iwell iestablished 

ichurches iin iGoa. iThis ithrows ia ilight ion ithe idegree iof imale idomination iin iPortuguese isocial 

ilife. 

 iAnother itwo iinscriptions ithrow ilight ion itwo idistinctive ipoints, inamely iDona iLeonara 

iwas imarried itwice, ifirst ito iVisente iHeriques, ithe ijudge iof ithe iHigh iCourt i[Relasao ide iGoa], 

iwho idied iin i1632. iUpon ihis ideath ishe imarried iFrancisco iDemllo iCastro, iGovernor, ifor ithe 
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isecond itime. iShe idied ion i8th iMay i1654.
vi

 iThe iinscription ithrows ilight ion ithe isocial icustom iof 

iremarriage isince iDona iLeonara iwas imarried itwice. iYet iher istatus iremained iintact. iShe ifound ia 

iplace iin ithe ireligious iinstitute iafter iher ideath ispeaks ivolumes iof ithe ihigh iposition iof iwomen. 

One ican iargue ithat iinscriptions iunder istudy ispeaks ionly iabout ithe iChristian iwomen iin 

iGoa ibut isurprisingly iit iis iobserved ithat ithe ichurch i, iit iis iadvocated iabolition iof ithe ipractice iof 

isati ion ihumanitarian igrounds. iThe iinhuman ipractice iof isati ithat iprevailed iin iGoa iwas 

iabolished iby iAlbeuquerque.
vii

 iAnd ieven iafter ihim ifirst ithree icouncils inot ionly icondemned isati 

isystem ibut ialso ipassed iresolution ito iallow ithe iyoung iwidow ito imarry iagain iif ithey iso idesired. 

iThe icouncils ithrough itheir ivarious idecrees inot ionly itried ito irejuvenate ithe iwomen ibut ialso 

itried ito irehabilitate ithe iwidows iunder itheir iprotection. iPositive iencouragement iwas igiven ito 

iyoung iwidows ito iremarry iand iby ithis iway iproperty ilaws iwere imade ito ibenefit iwomen. iYet ithe 

ifact iremains ithat itheir iplace iwas iat ihome.
viii

 

Can iwe isay ithat iPortuguese ihas ielevated ithe iposition iof iwomen iin iGoa? iOr ithey ihad 

ihumanitarian iattitude itowards iwomen. iTo isome iextent iit iis itrue, ibut ithe ichurch ihad iulterior 

imotives iin iadvocating iabolition iof isati. iIt iis ia iHindu ipractice iand itherefore ithe ichurch iwanted 

iit iabolished. iSecondly iwidows ibelonging ito irich ifamilies icould iinherit ipropertied iif iconverted 

iand ithe ichurch icould iget ia iportion iof ithe ipropertied ifrom ithe iconverted iwidows
ix
. iHence iHindu 

iwidows iin iGoa iwere icommunicated idirectly ior iindirectly ithat ithey istood ito igain iimmensely iby 

ibecoming iChristians: ithat ithey icould iinherit iproperties iof itheir ihusbands ior inear irelatives 

iunder iPortuguese i[Christians] ilaw iand ithey icould ieven iremarry imen iof itheir ichoices. 

iTherefore iargument iover ihere iis ithat ipure ihumanitarianism iof ithe ichurch iappears ito ibe 

iimaginary. 

The ichurches iin iGoa ihad iregulated ithe ilife iof iwomen iin iseveral iways. iIt ienforced 

inumber iof idecrees iregarding imarriage, iinheritance i, iwidowhood, idress ietc. iit ihas iaffected ithe 

ilife iof iwomen iconverts iimmensely. iOne ican isay ithat ithe imain ipurpose iof ithese idecrees iwas ito 

iprevent ithe iconverts ifrom icontinuing itheir ipre-conversion iways iof ilife. iFor iexample iby ian 

iorder i14 iApril i1736 iit ibanned iChristian iwomen ifrom iwearing ithe i‘Cholli’ ia icommon igarment 

iof iHindu iwomen. iThe isame iorder ilaid idown ithat ino iChristians iwomen ishould iparticipate iin 

iany ireligious iProcession, iFestivity iECT. iThey iwere ieven idirected inot ito iwear ithe inose-stud. 

iThere iwere imany imore irestrictions ion ithe ipersonal ilife iof iwomen iconverts.
x

 iIt imust ihave ibeen 
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ivery idifficult ifor ithe iconverted iwomen ito ifit ithemselves iin itotally inew ilifestyle iand iforget itheir 

ipast. iThe ichurch itook iundue iadvantage iof ithe iwomen’s iinferior isocial istatus, ieconomic 

idependence iand iignorance. 

Whatever imust ibe ithe iintension iof ichurch ione ishould inot iunder ithe iimpression ithat 

ichurch imerely iexploited iwomen. iIt imust ibe iindicated ihere ithat ithe ichurch idid ihelp ithem, 

iparticularly ithe ihelpless iones iin iseveral iways. iSome iof ithe ipolicies iof ichurch idirectly ior 

iindirectly imove ithe isociety iof iGoa iin ithe ipath iof imodernity. iGranting iof ithe irights iof 

iinheritance iand iownership iof iproperty ito iwomen, iproviding ifor iwidow iremarriage, iintroducing 

icertain iother imeasures ito iimproved ithe isocio-economic istatus iof iwomen iin iunder iPortuguese. 

iWe ican iconclude iby isaying ithat iwith ithe icoming iof iPortuguese iand iGoan iculture ithere ihas 

ibecome iamalgam iof imuch ithat iis ibest iin ithe iculture iof ithe iwest iand ieast. iInscription idepending 

iupon ithe inature iof ithe iinformation iwe iseek ievery iline ior ieven iword iof ithe iinscription itests, ibe 

iinvocatory, igenealogical, ioperative ior iimprecatory ican ibe imade ito iyield ihidden ifacts iof 

ihistory
xi

. 
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